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The History  
by Aidan Blum Levine 
 
Back in second grade our teacher Mrs. 
Taylor always used to talk to us about the 
importance of being kind to animals. 
One day she was talking to us about how 
she donated a washing machine to animal 
control but they couldn’t use it because 
they didn’t have a dryer. This is the story 
of how they got a dryer.  
 

Multimediamagazine 

 

Exclusive! 

© 2012 Kid! multimedia magazine on behalf of the contributors 

http://12zine.com/kid
http://12zine.com/kid
http://12zine.com/kid


http://12zine.com/kid 
  

     Every kid likes animals, and no one likes 
them more than Grace. When she was 9, Grace 
raised $1500 to help the animal control officers 
take care of Somerville’s homeless pets. At “Art 
Beat 2010” she raised more money and later 
made a book review for “Our Rescue Dog Family 
Album” by Diane Pomerance.  
    Local animal control officers April and Rachel 
went through a lot of towels and bedding 
because there was no easy way to launder them. 
So, Grace held collection drives at school so 
people could bring old towels and rags for the 
animals sheltered at animal control. When she 
heard that Ms. Taylor had donated a washer that 
could not be used without a dryer she started 
raising money for it very quickly. After talking 
to some people Grace inspired us to work on 
raising money in a unique way. Abby from our 
school and Maya from another worked together 
as organizers and editors. 
     At the girls’ schools tons of people worked 
together to make a book called Poetry for the 
Species which was mostly animal-related poetry 
but all of the poetry dedicated to love for 
animals. It was all poetry but in the beginning 
there was an article/poem about what this book 
was about. It said something like “animals need 
homes and shelters. Donating to animals can 
help. That’s all you need to know to help – 
Grace Takvorian.” 
     We sold the book for $5 a copy, and $3 each 
at school. Our publishing company donated all 
the printing with donated supplies so all the 
money would go to buy the dryer and help 
animals. All of the money together was $700 
dollars. The $700 dollars raised was more than 
enough to buy the dryer.     ~Aidan Blum Levine 
 

=A Boy Inspired By 

Poetry= 

by Grace Takvorian 
 

During the creation of Poetry for the 
Species, a boy named Brage thought 
he needed to help. The only problem 
was Brage had no idea how to write 
poetry. He told his mom that he 
wanted to help and wanted to be able 
to write poetry. So him and his mom 
went to the library and spent two 
hours looking through books on 
poetry. Finally Brage got the idea of 
what poetry was and went back home 
to write some. This is what he came 
up with for Poetry for the Species… 
 

Dogs In The Neighborhood 
Brage Golding 
 
Dog barks hello 
        Runs after balls 
              Smells plants  
                    and other dogs 
                            Cute and nice 
                                Neighborhood dogs 
 

Since Brage did that much work he 
was able to write poetry. He wanted 
to help and did. Brage put a lot of 
effort into this. He did a great job! 
 

If you agree with Aidan, Grace, Brage, Maya, 
Abby, Celia, Alan, Alena, and kids everywhere that 
poetry can change things and it pays to write, 
join us in our next book project to help the 
animals. Find out more.— click here! 
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Bookselling at the square 
by Abby Powers-Lowery 

 

With books on hand it was time 

for Abby, a 5th grader, Grace, a 

4th grader and Maya, a 4th 

grader, moms and Choppy the 

rescue dog to show up at Davis 

Square, a busy subway station 

and commercial center. It was 

freezing and when we got there, 

there was a crazy man yelling 

“….Are you the 50 foot woman 

named Mary Jane” to people 

passing by. But the really funny 

part is he looked at Grace and 

said, “I made all that up!” He 

also told Grace that birds are 

coming to her house. Grace felt 

weird and disturbed.  But 

eventually he went away. When 

he went away we did our real 

work. We sold our books. 

Around 20 of them! This added 

up to 106 dollars. But it did not 

come easy. We stood out there 

for two and a half hours. And 

yelled ”poetry for the species, 5 

dollars a book, all money go’s to 

the animal shelter.” 
 

From Poetry for the Species: 
 
When I see dogs my 
Heart flutters with joy. 
My eyes are shining with excitement, 
Think of all the time I’ve spent 
Learning all about them. 
 
First I start by petting the dogs, 
Then they lick my hand. 
I know they are my friends, 
and so to be theirs I intend. 
 

          ~Mei Mei Collins 
 

IN MEMORY OF CHOPPY, THE TAKVORIAN 

FAMILY’S BELOVED RESCUE DOG 
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BUYING OUR DRYER 
by Abby Powers-Lowery 
  

We were on our way to Home 
Depot………TO BUY OUR DRYER!!!!! It was 
me (Abby), Grace, Maya, Alan, Kim (Grace’s 
mom )and Sarah (Maya’s mom).  We all were 
wearing green because it was St. Patrick’s day! 
When we got there we headed right over to 
the dryer section where Jean Paul was waiting 
for us (or so it seemed). Jean Paul was the 
person who helped us find the perfect dryer. 
We spent a long time trying to find the 
perfect dryer. We wanted it to be just right 
for the animal control. In fact that’s why we 
were going to Home Depot. The story was a 
teacher in our school, Ms. Taylor, kindly 
donated a washer and you need a dryer with 
the washer. So we made and sold Poetry for 
the Species to raise money to be able to buy a 
dryer. We succeeded and bought the dryer. 
But back to what I was saying… 

The girls got a huge crush on the miniature 
demo washer from the LG company. 
What’s that under your coat, Gracie? 

The girls felt right at home 
with their chosen Maytag. 
Here they sit with their 
bag of money. Jean Paul is 
in background. 
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